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Appellants argue that the rerun of Local 7777’s triennial election should have 

included all of the candidates who ran in the original election. 
 

FACTS 
 

Corinne Franks, Joyce Lartigue, and Linda K. Marshall are members of UAW 
Local Union 7777 which represents employees at three casinos in the Detroit area.  
Local 7777 conducted its triennial election of executive officers on June 21, 2007.  The 
Local Union does not have its own Local Union hall so it must make arrangements to 
conduct its elections at some other location. 

 
At a meeting of the Local 7777 Executive Board on April 27, 2007, President 

Alvin White reported that the Local was preparing for its triennial election of officers 
scheduled for June 21, 2007.  White stated that the Local was planning to conduct the 
election at the Dave Miller Building from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.  The minutes of the 
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meeting indicate that there was a motion by Linda Marshall to have the election from 
6:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m., and that the motion carried.1 

 
At a meeting of the Local Executive Board on May 18, 2007, President White 

once again reported that the election would be conducted on June 21 at the Dave Miller 
Building between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., with the runoff on June 29.2  At a 
membership meeting on May 24, 2007, it was announced that the Local Union would 
conduct its triennial election between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on June 21 
at the Dave Miller Building.3  The minutes of the Local 7777 membership meeting report 
that a motion to amend the recommendation and conduct the election from 7 a.m. until 
11:00 p.m. was adopted.4 

 
The Notice of Nominations and Elections for the 2007 triennial election states 

that the election will be held from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. at the Dave Miller Building on 
June 21, 2007, with any runoff conducted during the same hours on June 29.  The 
notice also indicates that the following offices are to be filled:  President, Vice President, 
Recording Secretary, Financial Secretary-Treasurer, Three Trustees, Sergeant-at-Arms, 
Guide, Casino Chairperson (One from each casino), and Bargaining Member-at-Large 
(One from each casino).5 

 
Corinne Franks was a candidate for Financial Secretary in the 2007 election.  

The Financial Secretary election produced the following results: 
 

Shimeca L. Jackson 317 (elected) 
Maureen Gray 107 
Corinne Franks  1256  

 
Joyce Lartigue was a candidate for President.  The presidential race produced the 
following results: 
 

Terry D. Wright, Sr. 38 
Joyce Lartigue  237 (run-off) 
Harris, R.L. 53 
Leon Paesani  116 (run-off) 
Alvin White 57 
Dave Carroll 797 

                                                 
1 Record, p. 54. 
2 Record, p. 57. 
3 Record, p. 71. 
4 Record, p. 72. 
5 Record, p. 75. 
6 Record, p. 79. 
7 Record, p. 79. 
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Linda K. Marshall was a candidate for Chairperson of the Motor City Casino.  That race 
produced the following results: 
 

Terri Sykes (Blondy)  89 (run-off) 
Santos Silva  68 (run-off) 
Linda Kay Marshall (Harris)   618 

 
These results required a runoff election in the races for President and Chairperson of 
the Motor City Casino.  A runoff election was conducted for Chairperson of the Motor 
City Casino between Terri Sykes (Blondy) and Santos Silva and for President between 
Joyce Lartigue and Leon Paesani on June 29, 2007.  The runoff election in the race for 
Local Union President produced the following results: 
 

Joyce Lartigue 206 (elected) 
Leon Paesani 1459 
 

The runoff election in the race for Motor City Casino Chairperson produced the following 
results: 
 

Terri Sykes (Blondy) 95 (elected) 
Santos Silva 5010 
 

Several protests to the election were presented at the Local 7777 membership 
meeting on July 19, 2007.  The minutes of that meeting contain the following report of 
the Election Committee: 

 
“Election Committee: 

Members of the Election Committee took turns reading the 
Appeals/Protest from several dissatisfied candidates regarding the June 
21, 2007, Executive Board election.  Venus Jeter, Marcia Clay, Joanne 
Ratcliff, Linda Perry, William Hayes, and Corinne Franks.  The Election 
Committee recommends that no new election request be filed.  Also 
asking to table other violations while they are investigating them. 

Motion to accept Election Committee recommendations not to file for a 
new Executive Board Election (made by Paula).  

                                                 
8 Record, p. 78. 
9 Record, p. 243. 
10 Record, p. 251. 
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@9:30 a – YES (21) NO (3) 
@1:30 p – YES (10) NO (0) 
@5:30 p – YES (8) NO (0) 
 
Motion Carried.”11  

The protests that were read at the meeting on July 19, 2007, primarily addressed the 
fact that the election was not held during the hours dictated by the membership.12  In 
support of her protest, appellant Corinne Franks stated that the membership voted on 
May 24, 2007, to hold the election at the Dave Miller Building on June 21 between the 
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m., if the building was available during those hours.  If 
the building was not available, the membership voted to hold the election at the 
Local 22 Union Hall between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. at a cost of $1,800.  
Franks continued: 
 

“…At the 1 p.m. membership meeting we were told that everything 
checked out except for the hours at the David Miller Building.  According 
to President Alvin White, Local 22 was available on June 21st and June 
29th between the hours the membership wanted.”13 

Franks argued that it was a violation of Article 38, §10(d), of the UAW Constitution and 
a UAW Administrative Letter dated April 7, 1997, for the Local to ignore the decision of 
the membership to conduct the election during the hours of 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 p.m.  
Franks concluded: 
 

“On May 24, 2007, the membership spoke.  What the membership voted 
for is not what we got.  With the casinos operating 24 hours a day, this 12 
hour time line was a disadvantage to the majority of employees who work 
schedules that [do not] overlap the time frame of the election.  Prior 
executive board elections were always held past the 7 p.m. deadline.  
Excuses were made to justify holding the election at the UAW David Miller 
Building from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.”14 

There is no response in the record to Franks’ protest or to any of the other 
protests that were presented at the membership meeting on July 19, 2007.  When she 
received no response to her protest from the Local Union, Franks submitted an appeal 
to the IEB on August 15, 2007.15  In a cover letter, Franks explained that she was 
submitting her appeal to the IEB despite the lack of any response from Local 7777 in 

                                                 
11 Record, p. 210. 
12 Record, pp. 219-224. 
13 Record, p. 84. 
14 Record, p. 85. 
15 Record, p. 89. 
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order to avoid any Constitutional bars based on time limits.  Franks also requested that 
someone other than Administrative Assistant Eunice Stokes-Wilson investigate the 
appeal because of her “tumultuous history” with Stokes-Wilson.16 

 
In her appeal to the IEB, Franks reported that both the Local 7777 Executive 

Board and the membership had voted to conduct the election over a 16 hour period.  
She stated that previous elections were held from 7:00 a.m. until 12:00 midnight to 
accommodate the membership’s 24 hour work schedule.  Franks reported that the 
Election Committee drafted the notice of the election based on information they 
received from Recording Secretary Harriett Smith.  Franks wrote: 

 
“In the second week of May, Election Committee Chairperson Connie 
Kaufman and Local 7777 bookkeeper Darlene Sykes typed up the notice 
of nomination for proof reading.  Local 7777 Recording Secretary Harriett 
Smith told them the location, date, and time (UAW David Miller Building on 
June 21st from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. with the runoff on June 29th.)  NOTE:  The 
hours were not what the Executive Board voted for on April 27th (6 
a.m. to 10 p.m.)”17 

Franks suggested that Recording Secretary Smith deliberately withheld information 
about the membership’s motion to amend the hours of the election from the Election 
Committee.  She wrote: 
 

“Connie Kaufman sent the notice of nomination to Regional 
Representative Tony Feyers and Michelle Kurish for proof reading.  
According to Connie, Tony approved the notice of nomination on the 9th of 
May.  NOTE:  Connie still did not have any knowledge that the hours were 
wrong.  Harriett was keeping it to herself.”18 

Election Committee Chairperson Connie Kaufman confirmed the fact that the 
Election Committee relied on Harriett Smith’s information when it drafted the notice of 
the election.  Kaufman stated the following in a letter to the IEB on September 17, 2007: 

 
“We were also told by Harriett Smith that President George McGregor 
would not be in until Tuesday the 29th of May.  By then it was too late to 
send flyers to go out to the members for the election.  The Election 
Committee never contacted Local 22 to see if it was available.  We were 
new and we needed to rely on someone from the Executive Board to 

                                                 
16 Record, p. 87. 
17 Record, p. 89. 
18 Record, p. 89. 
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convey and keep us updated to all that was transpiring.  We all thought 
that Harriett Smith was telling us everything.”19  

Acting on behalf of President Gettelfinger, Administrative Assistant Eunice 
Stokes-Wilson conducted a hearing on Franks’ appeal on January 29, 2008.  Stokes-
Wilson prepared a report to the IEB on the appeal based on testimony given at the 
hearing.  According to Stokes-Wilson’s report, the Local Union received telephone calls 
from the members after the election notice was issued asking why the election had not 
been scheduled in accordance with the membership’s instructions.  Stokes-Wilson 
observed that no action was taken by the Local Union in response to these calls.20 

 
According to Stokes-Wilson’s report, the membership denied the protests based 

on the recommendation of the Election Committee.  Stokes-Wilson wrote: 
 
“The appellant and four other Local Union members filed a protest with the 
Local Union.  The protests listed the voting hours as its principal 
complaint.  At the membership meeting of July 19, 2007, the Election 
Committee recommended that the protest be denied ‘because of the 
record voter turnout in a twelve (12) hour period.’  The membership denied 
the protests.  The appellant was the only member appealing membership 
action to the International Executive Board.”21   

However, in a letter addressed to the IEB on September 17, 2007, Election Committee 
Chairperson Connie Kaufman reported that the reduced hours of the election had 
created a problem.  She wrote: 
 

“…Only 600 members came to vote.  Dealers were still showing up after 7 
p.m. and had to be turned away.”22 

Stokes-Wilson stated that there was no dispute that the election was not conducted in 
accordance with the membership’s action.  She concluded, therefore, that the election 
of executive officers should be rerun.  Her report states: 
 

“In accordance with Article 38, §10, the logistics for the election must be 
set by the membership.  The election was not held according to the motion 
passed by the membership.  Any member could have appealed 
membership action to this office; the appellant was the only one to appeal.  
Therefore, it is the decision of this office that the election for executive 
officers only will be rerun in accordance with membership action.  The 
membership must set the date for the election at the next scheduled 

                                                 
19 Record, p. 97. 
20 Record, p. 112. 
21 Record, p. 112. 
22 Record, p. 97. 
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membership meeting.  The election will be held at the Dave Miller Building 
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m.”23 

The IEB adopted Stokes-Wilson’s report as its decision on March 6, 2008.24  
 

On March 25, 2008, Local 7777 President Joyce Lartigue sent the following email 
to International Representative Nancy Johnson: 

 
“I was advised by the Chair of the Election Committee that the casino 
Chair and bargaining members did not have to run in the upcoming 
election. 

If this is true, please provide the reason and supporting information that 
led to this decision which is different from all other reruns of executive 
board elections.”25 

Johnson responded that Lartigue would have to ask the person who made the 
decision.26  On the same day, Election Committee Chairperson Connie Kaufman sent an 
email to Administrative Assistant Stokes-Wilson to verify her instructions about not 
including the Chairperson and Bargaining Committee members in the rerun election.  
Kaufman wrote: 
 

“This letter comes as a follow up per our phone conversation on March 25, 
2008, at 12:15, where you gave me a directive to omit executive board 
members, chairperson, and bargaining members-at-large, UAW Local 
7777 bylaws, Article 13, page 10, section 1.  From the appeals, it was the 
time of the election and not half of the election.  When I ran the election, it 
was executive officers and the chairperson and bargaining-at-large, not 
just executive officers, so if you have an appeal on an election for time, it 
should be the whole election.”27 

Stokes-Wilson responded by asking Kaufman if she was attempting to appeal the IEB’s 
decision.  Kaufman stated that she was seeking clarification because Article 38, §5, is 
clear about the composition of the Local Executive Board.  Stokes-Wilson responded as 
follows: 
 

“No, Connie, you are playing games and I chose not to play.  We had a 
long discussion about this issue.  If you cannot understand Article 38, §1, 

                                                 
23 Record, p. 113. 
24 Record, p. 109. 
25 Record, p. 115. 
26 Record, p. 115. 
27 Record, p. 117. 
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then you should resign.  Any further questions should be directed to 
Nancy Johnson, your Regional Representative.”28 

On April 3, 2008, Corinne Franks appealed the IEB’s decision to omit 
Chairpersons and Bargaining Committee members from the new election of executive 
officers to the Public Review Board (PRB).29  Franks also wrote to Region 1 Director 
Joseph Peters asking him to intervene and allow the entire election to be rerun.30  
Franks added additional arguments to her appeal to the PRB on April 30, 2008, 
following the runoff elections.31 

 
The new election was scheduled to take place on April 23, 2008.  A notice of the 

rerun election that was included in the record indicates that the following positions 
would be filled:  President, Vice President, Recording Secretary, Financial Secretary-
Treasurer, Three Trustees, Sergeant-at-Arms, Guide, Casino Chairperson (One from 
each casino), and Bargaining Member-at-Large (One from each casino).32  On April 9, 
2008, Stokes-Wilson sent the following email to Chairperson Kaufman: 

 
“This office received several telephone calls stating that you posted 
notices contrary to the IEB decision.  Article 33, §4(e), requires 
compliance pending appeal.  Actions such as these will cause an 
administrator to be placed over the Local Union.  If you spend or authorize 
the expenditure of monies contrary to the directive of the IEB, you will be 
subject to Article 48, §5 and/or 6.”33 

Representative Nancy Johnson also sent an email to Kaufman asking her to issue a 
revised notice.  Johnson wrote: 
 

“I know that you have had several discussions (by phone and email) 
regarding this appeal decision.  I also know that you were told that this 
election would consist of executive officers ONLY.  Additionally, you were 
then directed to follow the decision as dictated. 

The decision is what it is, regardless how anyone may feel about it.  If you 
or any other members do not like it, you have the right to appeal through 
the proper manner. 

                                                 
28 Record, p. 118. 
29 Record, p. 119 
30 Record, pp. 124-125. 
31 Record, pp. 128-130. 
32 Record, p. 126. 
33 Record, p. 121. 
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However, disregarding the ruling is only setting the Local up for another 
costly election, because the process is being tainted.”34  

Kaufman issued a revised election notice as instructed.35  The rerun election took place 
on April 23, 2008, with the following results: 
 

PRESIDENT 
Terry D. Wright, Sr.  18 
Joyce Lartigue 117 (runoff) 
Harris, R. L.  7 
Leon Paesani 58 
Alvin White 101 (runoff) 
Dave Carroll 56 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Venus J. Jeter 177 (elected) 
Tanya Norman 163 

 

RECORDING SECRETARY 
Harriett Smith 158 (runoff) 
Jeff McPeek 71 
Alicia Royster 117 (runoff) 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Shimeca L. Jackson 123 (runoff) 
Maureen Gray 127 (runoff) 
Corinne Franks 100 

 

TRUSTEE 
Trudt Marchetti 75 
Karen Catinella 102 (runoff) 
Jacquelyn Gritty 134 (elected) 
Paul Navarre 70 
Connie Lay 154 (elected) 
Marcia Clay 102 (runoff) 
Carmen J. Wilson 54 
Juanester Whitehead 84 

 

                                                 
34 Record, p. 122. 
35 Record, p. 197. 
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GUIDE 
Renee Jones 163 (elected) 
Ann McDonald 148 

 

SERGEANT AT ARMS 
Tasanda Brody 66 
Paula Jones 111 (runoff) 
Patrick Bonner 149 (runoff)36 

 

A runoff election conducted on April 30, 2008, produced the following results: 
 

PRESIDENT 
 
Joyce Lartigue 142 
Alvin White 144 (elected) 

 
RECORDING SECRETARY 
 
Harriett Smith 149 (elected) 
Alicia Royster 132 
 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
 
Shimeca L. Jackson 128 
Maureen Gray 156 (elected) 
 
TRUSTEE 
 
Karen Catinella 143 (elected) 
Marcia Clay 123 
 
SARGEANT-AT-ARMS 
 
Paula Jones 104 
Patrick Bonner 173 (elected)37 
 

On April 24, 2008, Linda Marshall, who had been a candidate for Chairperson of 
the Motor City Casino in the original election, submitted a protest to the election that 
was rerun on April 23, 2008.  Marshall addressed her protest to President Gettelfinger.  
Marshall argued that the decision to omit Chairpersons and Bargaining Members-at-

                                                 
36 Record, p. 196. 
37 Record, p. 135. 
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Large from the rerun election denied candidates for these offices the right to run in a fair 
election.  She wrote: 

 
“This decision denies candidates that ran for those offices in the triennial 
election in June of 2007 of a fair and equal opportunity.  The need for a 
rerun election was based on the fact that the hours of the polls to be open 
were not met as determined by the membership.”38 

Marshall stated that the Election Committee tried unsuccessfully to get assistance from 
the Region to resolve this dispute prior to the conduct of the rerun election.  She 
reported: 
 

“Prior to those exhausted dead end efforts, “directives” came from 
International Representative Nancy Johnson and Administrative Assistant 
Eunice Stokes which were unsettling.  Their responses were threatening, 
intimidating, and coercive to the point of restraint preventing the Election 
Committee from taking action consistently as previous rerun election(s) 
were conducted.  (LMRDA—Section 610 & 403)”39 

Marshall’s appeal to President Gettelfinger was apparently referred back to the 
membership of Local 7777.  On July 8, 2008, Marshall received the following response 
from Election Committee Chairperson Kaufman: 
 

“Your protest was read at the membership meeting on June 26, 2008, at 
9:00 and 1:30 and also at the 5:30 [meeting], and the membership or 
Local did not make a decision on this.  The decision was made by [the] 
International not to run the chair and bargaining members-at-large.”40 

Joyce Lartigue submitted a protest to the runoff election held on April 30, 2008, 
to President Gettelfinger on May 16, 2008.  Lartigue complained that the ballots were 
mishandled and that Representative Nancy Johnson interfered with the challengers and 
determined the results of the election.41  Lartigue also complained that the IEB interfered 
with the Local Union’s election process.  She asserted that the IEB’s decision to exclude 
casino Chairpersons and Bargaining Members-at-Large from the rerun election was 
biased.42  Stokes-Wilson advised Lartigue on June 18, 2008, that her protest should be 
presented to the membership at the next scheduled meeting.43  There is no record of 
what action, if any, the membership took on Lartigue’s protest.  On July 7, 2008, 

                                                 
38 Record, p. 127. 
39 Record, p. 127. 
40 Record, p. 151. 
41 Record, p. 138. 
42 Record, p. 139. 
43 Record, p. 141. 
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Lartigue filed another appeal to President Gettelfinger protesting the way the rerun 
election was handled.  Lartigue requested that the results of the rerun election be set 
aside.44 

 
Corrine Franks’ appeal was referred to us on June 19, 2008.  Subsequently, 

Linda Marshall and Joyce Lartigue notified PRB staff that they had also filed an appeal 
from the decision to omit Chairpersons and Bargaining Committee members from the 
rerun election.  PRB Director Klein advised Marshall and Lartigue that they would be 
added as appellants in Franks’ appeal.45 

 
ARGUMENT 

 
A. Corinne Franks on behalf of appellants: 

Our triennial election of Executive Board members has always included fifteen 
positions.  When I protested the 2007 election, I protested the entire triennial election.  
When the IEB ordered that the election should be rerun in 2005 because the notice 
requirements were not met, the entire election was rerun.  In response to my protest in 
2008, however, Administrative Assistant Stokes-Wilson decided to omit Chairpersons 
and Members-at-Large from the election, even though the basis for the protest affected 
all of the contests.  Stokes-Wilson claimed that Chairpersons and Members-at-Large did 
not need to participate in the rerun election because their positions are not listed as 
executive officers in Article 38, §1, of the Constitution. 

 
Stokes-Wilson’s decision is inconsistent with the instructions given to Local 

Unions in the UAW Administrative Letter issued on April 7, 1997.  The first paragraph of 
that letter states as follows: 

 
“The instructions contained herein, together with those in the ‘Guide for 
Local Union Election Committees,’ are consistent with the requirements of 
Article 38 of the International Constitution and applicable only to the 
election of executive officers and members-at-large elected directly to the 
Local Union Executive Board in accordance with Article 38, §§1 and 5, of 
the International Constitution.” 

In our Local, Members-at-Large are elected directly to the Local Executive Board.  They 
make up forty percent of the Board and their votes regarding the operation of the Local 
carry the same weight as the votes of the other officers.  In accordance with Article 38, 
§5, all of the rules applicable to the election of executive officers also apply to the 
election of these Executive Board members.  In any event, the IEB’s decision makes no 
sense because the membership voted for a sixteen hour election for the entire Local 
Executive Board, not just the nine Local Union officers on the Board. 

                                                 
44 Record, pp. 149-150. 
45 Record, pp. 159 and 161. 
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When I appealed the denial of my protest of the 2007 election to the IEB, I 
requested that someone other than Stokes-Wilson investigate the appeal because of 
my past disagreements with her.  My request was denied.  Now, Stokes-Wilson’s bias 
has once again come into play.   

 
I am requesting the PRB to order that the entire election for the Local 7777 

Executive Board should be rerun in accordance with the membership’s wishes.  I am 
also requesting that the UAW International reimburse the Local for the cost of rerunning 
the Members-at-Large election because Stokes-Wilson’s decision went against the 
UAW Constitution, the Labor Management Reporting and Disclosure Act, and the 
wishes of the Local 7777 membership.  The International should bear the cost resulting 
from actions of a staff member who clearly attempted to manipulate the outcome of a 
Local Union election for whatever reason.  Stokes-Wilson’s actions appear to be 
arbitrary and discriminatory. 

 
B. International Union, UAW: 

The IEB declined to order a rerun of the entire Local 7777 Executive Board 
election because the requirements of Article 38, §10, only apply to the election of 
executive officers.  In addition, the IEB was influenced by practical considerations.  First 
and foremost, none of the candidates for positions as Members-at-Large and no 
member of the Local other than Franks appealed the results of the election to the IEB.  
Although the membership of Local 7777 was given notice of the investigative hearing 
conducted by Administrative Assistant Stokes-Wilson on January 29, 2008, only 
appellant Franks appeared to argue in favor of rerunning the election.  The other 
members who attended the hearing urged the IEB not to order a new election.  
Furthermore, the vote in the original June 21 election was close in only one of the six 
Member-at-Large races.  The IEB’s decision protected the membership’s right to set the 
polling hours in the executive officers’ elections and addressed Franks’ personal interest 
in the Financial Secretary’s race. 

 
Franks has not shown that the outcome of the contests for the Members-at-Large 

positions would have been different if these races had also been rerun.  She has not 
established that the shorter hours affected the outcome of these elections.  Franks 
simply argues that the IEB’s decision was arbitrary, citing the previous case where the 
entire election was rerun after the IEB determined that the notice requirements of 
Article 38, §2, had not been met.  Pursuant to Article 38, §5, the notice requirements of 
§2 apply to all Executive Board positions.  The requirements of Article 38, §10, only 
apply to the executive officers described in Article 38, §1.  As the PRB stated in 
Langworthy v. Local Union 652, UAW, 4 PRB 68 (1983), the rules applicable to 
elections for Local Union executive officers pursuant to Article 38 of the Constitution are 
not applicable for the most part to Committeeperson elections. 

 
Franks has not established that she was prejudiced by the decision not to rerun 

the Chairperson and Bargaining Committeeperson races.  This Board has rejected 
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challenges to elections where the appellant has failed to establish any prejudice.  In 
Lynch v. Local Union 302, UAW, 1 PRB 787 (1972), the PRB rejected an election 
challenge based on failure to comply with the 15 day notice requirement by a member 
who was not a candidate with the following comment: 

 
“…No person who was desirous of being a candidate in the election has 
come forward to say that he was prejudiced as a result of the failure of the 
Local to post notice fifteen days prior to nominations as required by the 
Local bylaws. …”  (p. 789) 

In Brove v. Local Union 425, UAW, 4 PRB 372, (1985), a challenge to a runoff election 
was rejected where the appellant had already been eliminated and so was not 
prejudiced by the alleged error.  
 

Finally, Franks’ claim that Administrative Assistant Stokes-Wilson is biased 
against her is completely frivolous.  It is belied by the fact that Stokes-Wilson’s report to 
the IEB in response to Franks’ appeal granted substantially all of the relief she sought.   

 
C. Rebuttal by Corinne Franks on behalf of the appellants: 

Five protests were submitted to the election that was conducted on June 21, 
2007.  The following candidates filed protests:  Venus Jeter, candidate for Vice 
President; Marcia Clay, candidate for Trustee; Joann Ratcliff, candidate for MGM 
Chairperson; Linda Perry, candidate for MGM Bargaining Member; Bill Hayes, 
candidate for Motor City Casino Union Steward; and myself.  All of the protests 
complained about the truncated polling hours.  As of today, none of us have received a 
letter from Local 7777 responding to our protests. 

 
When setting the time for the June 21, 2007, election, the Election Committee 

was told that Local 22 was not available so we had to use the UAW David Miller 
Building, which gave us only twelve hours to conduct the election.  In my appeal to the 
IEB, I presented evidence to show that Local 22 already had the Local 7777 triennial 
election penciled in for June 21, 2007, and they were only waiting for a check.  If it were 
not for the interference from certain Local Union officers, we could have held our 
triennial election in 2007 for the entire executive board for the full sixteen hours.   

 
The International Union argues that I have not shown how the truncated voting 

hours affected the outcome of the Members-at-Large elections.  The International fails 
to mention that the Local Union received three other protests following the rerun 
election on April 23, 2008.  These were filed by Joyce Lartigue, Linda Marshall, and 
Terri Sykes.  All three protested the fact that the Members-at-Large were omitted from 
the rerun election.  At the June 26, 2008, membership meeting, the Election 
Committee’s recommendation on these protests was that the Local could not overturn a 
decision of the IEB.  The shortened hours affected the contests of all of the candidates 
in the June 21 election.  The International has not given any reason to distinguish the 
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candidates for Chairperson positions or Members-at-Large from the contests that were 
rerun. 

 
All of the PRB cases cited by the International Union involved review of an IEB 

decision rejecting a challenge to an election.  None of these cases dealt with an election 
that had to be rerun because the membership’s directives were not followed.  

 
DISCUSSION 

 
Administrative Assistant Stokes-Wilson ordered Local Union 7777 to rerun its 

triennial election because the election was not conducted during the hours dictated by 
the Local Union membership.  Her exclusion of casino Chairpersons and Executive 
Board Members-at-Large from the rerun election is unexplained in her report to the IEB 
on Corinne Franks’ appeal of August 15, 2007.  In his response to this appeal, 
President Gettelfinger referred to the fact that none of the candidates for positions as 
casino Chairperson or Members-at-Large appealed the original election to the IEB.  
That is true, but it appears to be the result of the Local Union’s failure to respond to their 
protests.  Only appellant Franks took the initiative of filing an appeal to the IEB in the 
absence of any formal response from the Local Union.  Candidates for these positions 
did file protests at the July 19, 2007, membership meeting.  Furthermore, appellant 
Linda Marshall, who was a candidate for Motor City Casino Chairperson, tried to appeal 
the IEB’s decision to exclude casino Chairpersons from the rerun election.  Both 
Marshall and Lartigue were advised incorrectly to present their appeals from the IEB’s 
decision to the Local Union membership.  President Gettelfinger asserted that the 
results of the June 21 election were close in only one of the Member-at-Large races, but 
the race in which Marshall was a candidate was fairly close.  She was only seven votes 
short of the candidate who faced a run-off election for the position.  In short, the 
practical considerations cited by President Gettelfinger to justify excluding the non-
executive officers from participating in the rerun election are not very persuasive.  The 
expense of including these offices in the rerun election cannot have been significant.  
As long as the Local was going to conduct a new election it would have made more 
sense to include these positions in the contest.  Nothing was gained by their exclusion 
except controversy. 

 
The failure of the Local President and Recording Secretary to follow the 

membership’s instruction in scheduling the election between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 
11:00 p.m. affected all of the races, not just the races for executive officers.  Although 
the requirements of Article 38, §10, need not be applied strictly to races for 
Chairpersons or Executive Board Members-at-Large, there is nothing in the Constitution 
that would prohibit their application to these races in cases where logic dictates it.   We 
were, therefore, somewhat surprised at the intensity of Stokes-Wilson’s response to 
Election Committee Chairperson Kaufman’s understandable inquiry regarding the 
reason for this exclusion.  Kaufman’s question was one that would naturally arise out of 
these circumstances.  The International President’s staff ought to have addressed 
appellants’ legitimate questions about the rationale for the IEB’s decision to limit the 
rerun to executive officers at the time that they were raised. 
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Nevertheless, we do not find sufficient grounds in this record for ordering Local 
7777 to conduct its election of executive officers, casino Chairpersons, and Executive 
Board members for yet a third time.  The decision to exclude the non-executive officers 
was not in direct conflict with any Constitutional requirement.  In order to justify another 
election, appellants would have to show that the IEB’s decision deprived the 
membership of a fair election, and they have not done that.  Appellants Franks and 
Lartigue were not candidates for one of the excluded positions and they have not 
demonstrated how any of candidates were affected by the fact that their races were not 
rerun.  Although appellant Marshall was a candidate for Chairperson of the Motor City 
Casino, she did not protest the original election and apparently accepted her defeat as 
the will of the membership. 

 
The appeal is denied.   


